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UATION AND GENERAL BUSINESS 


FARM PRODUCTS MEET STRONG DEMAND AT STABLE PRICES DESPITE LARGE CARRYOVERS; 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY UP 


With harvesting of 1949 crops well advanced, another year of high farm production 
is virtually assured. Added to the record postwar carryovers for many crops,this 
means large supplies. However, a relatively strong demand continues to maintain 
the general level of farm product’ prices only slightly below that of last spring. 
For a number of commodities, price supports have also contributed to the stable 
trend. 


Business activity, which turned upward in August, improved further during early 
September. Both production and employment have risen substantially in most non- 
agricultural sectors of the economy. By early September, 700,000 persons without 
work in July lad found employment. 

The Demand and Frice Situation,BAE, Sept. 1949, p.l. 


AVERAGE WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX FOR ALL COMMODITIES AND INDEX FOR TEXTILE PRODUCTS 
DECLINE SLIGHTLY 


The average wholesale price index for all commodities during August was 204.0 
(August, 1939 = 100). A month earlier it was 204.8; and a year back 226.4. On 
October 8 it was down to 203.3. The textile product index followed a similar 
trend with the decline attributed primarily to a drop in the price of woolen and 
worsted goods. = 


* Table ee Average wholesale prices given as. index numbers, 
United States, for specified months, August 1939 = 100 
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Hides and leather products....e.: 193.1 191.8 19855 16 205.8 
L98sOsi te chk Es Grote D7 


Netals and metal products.......: 181.0 ‘ : 
Building materials...sessessssoe? el0,0 Road rh Q1LSK6 of Ray. - 
Chemicals and allied products...: 1614.3, %43 79459 2004 LST wl ie 179.5 
Housefurnishing goods.......... 2 L671 3 + L6Geoosh eh! bat ates .g 
___ Miscellaneous... .erssesesseeseseet 149.8 $0 5066 0 | TSAR 16555 


Computed from Average Wholesale Prices and Index Numbers of Individual Commod- 
ities, Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Department of Labor. 
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COTTON CUNSUMPTION , STOCKS, AND SPINDLE ACTIVITY INCREASE 


Cotton consumption rose to 709,958 bales during September from 664,133 during 
August, but failed to equal the 739,139 bales used in September 1948. Stocks of 
cotton increased 2.2 million bales during the month, Although spindle activity 
has improved considerably since July, it still is below that recorded in Septem~ 
ber last year. 


Table 2.- Cotton consumption and stocks, and spindle hours in cotton mills 


: September : August : July : September 
op 164 8 a eee : 1948 
Consumption, baleSscomnnecawsinmm:s 709,958. % 664,155 o8 455,106, 257599159 
On hand, 1000, baleS.svesewsnewametin £6,880 as 4,654 : DeVa tar! 2 5,423 
Active spindle hours, billions..: Sektarnr? 8.5 : DeOy oF 9.4 
Spindle activity, percent of : : : 
B0shour capacity l/s. meda-aran citSstua bole cnabebicuroseee meemualelwe 


1/ Includes activity on fibers other than cotton, totaling 0.5 to 0.6 billion 
spindle hours for each month shown .. 
From Census reports. 


MILL MARGINS AND FABRIC PRICES UP 4S COTTON PRICE DROPS 


The delivered-at-mill price for cotton declined from an average of 31.74 cents 
per pound during September to 31.18 cents on October 20. In contrast, equivalent 
prices for Shain and acetate staple were $1.15 cents and 57.38 cents per.pound 
for the same dates. Cotton fabric prices and mill margins for 17 constructions 
advanced 3 and 4 ip respectively, from August to September. 


Table 3.- Prices of raw cotton, rayon staple and cotton fabrics, 
and cotton mill margins in cents 
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Cotton, Middling 15/16" pa : P : : 
delivered = ols A 2 PRU er er meee : 


equivalent price 1/, Ue..eescecoveed Slel5 £31015 331.15 + 31.15.%. 32.93 


Rayon, acetate staple : : 
equi valent ace L/ Aloe ss aed 6 8 7.058 8, eA ok 0. Lene, ial) meen Ds ekice 

Cotton fabrics, average 17 constructions: : : : 
"Price for cloth from 1 lb. of cotton2/ . - +3 64.48 + 61.38 : 59,99 : 72.48 
Mil mar gins: B/-. sso, deh <6 ites we eckiah «Foe wien dati nac Gy BOntGeant Weimer sac 76 


Sheeting. 37" 4.00, wai dyn. mediate ot osco 16,00. :.15,50 2° 15.50: : 16.50 
Osnaburg, 36" 2.35, Seg ne betas ty te i 20.00 ,3, 20.00 3. 19.05 :.19.00 : 21,50 
Printcloth, 8-1/2" 5.35 pqs 4/2 ivan st W500 eis, 00st 1S, Sie SVOOr 316,00 


1/Cost to mill of same amount of usable fiber Ce by one coh of cotton 
(rayon price x .89). 

ef Price of approxinute quantity of cloth obtainable erom a pound of cotton with 
4 adjustments for saleable waste (Cotton Branch, P.M.A.). 

3/ Difference between cloth prices and price (10-market average) of cotton as- 

“aay sumed ‘to be used in each kind of cloth. (Cotton Branch, - MeAt QS 
Pe: From Daily. Mill Stock Reporter. 
/. From Piers News spr: 
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CROP OF 15.4 MILLION BALES FORECAST; 7.3 MILLION BALE ee PREDICTED: FOR 
AUGUST 1950 af . 


On Uctober 1 the U; S. cotton crop for 1949. looked as if it be be 15,446 ,000 
bales (500-pounds gross weight), the Crop Reporting Board said in its latest 
report, raising its September estimate by 503,000 balesi Condition of the crop, 
with 25,907,000 acres left. for harvest, was 74 percent of normal. 

Cotton Production, HAE, October 10, 1949 


The carryover of cotton, which had reached 5.3 million bales on August 1, may be 
increased by another 2. 0 million bales by this date next year, the USDA esti- 
mates. 

Cotton Trade Journal, September e3, 1949, p. l. 


STATUS OF MECHANICAL COTTON HARVESTING REVIEWED 


According to a report recently published by the International Cotton Advisory 
Committee, there are two types of mechanical pickers now in commercial use: the 
spindle type which extracts the cotton from the boll, and the stripper type 
which detaches the entire boll from the stalk. Some 1,500 spindle-type pickers 
were produced prior to 1949 and 1,500 more were to have become available by 
October. The spindle-type pickers cost about $8,000 and must pick at least 100 
bales of cotton per season for profitable operation. About 6,000 stripper type 
pickers are in use, chiefly in Texas and Oklahoma. Thus, between 8,000 and 9,000 
mechanical pickers may be in operation in 1949 to harvest 4 to 8 percent of the 
year's crop. The table below summarizes. the comparative costs of machine- and 
hand-picked cotton in California during 1948. 


Table 4.- Comparative costs of machine- and handapreKed cotton, 
California, 1948, in dollars “pers hundred pounds — 


fachine picked : First pick-hand :  Hand-picked 
: (both pickings):Second pick-machine: (both pickings) 
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First t_picking ba : : 
~ West -of “pices... do see ~67 : ro PY ot ; Seco 
“Grade reduction 1/.....: 250 mitts = 622 curt, a 
PUG LO hOSsitas dine cele. aeat Fisi@) barge. ~ : _— 
MIME. eee assets hy esr ees ee ee oh ETOS atic “B25 
Second eae : ao : 
Cost of picking...seese: 2206 ex ad 206 : 4.50 
‘Grade redu¢tion 1/ ....: 1,40 56 = 
“PHRELE lLosstoare. «6 b. S 1.00 i aha 19 ee EE ee 
ie RiHOT pops wEREETITSt oe ee et genre pears 
First and d_second picking : : : 
Cost of pi picking dl Ashi KDA, eh rae 4 : Deol 
Grade reduction sree Py cea : tO eid - 
Field Logis ¢c+wssie ss at 041 : 209 4m e 5 
TOLER MS Lee ioGs SoBe ; EN, 


I/ Grade reduction and Sie aelede above.and Doloy that hand-picked. 
Cotton, lionthly Review of the World Situation, Sept. 
1949, p.17 and 18, Internaticnal Cotton advisory Committee. 


- C0 2 7.0 .N.. Byki phe” ob iN DUS TRY Se) ee EQ. Ut P } La oN 

NEw “SPINNING J a Pr STINnG METHOD PROPOSED. 

“A proposal to improve ring spinning.and twisting has been made by Dr, Hugh Me 
Brown, dean of the Clemson College School. of Textiles... The new technique is 
said to enable higher winding tension, which places from 15 to 90 percent more 
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yarn on the usual bobbins, at the same tine:improving yarn strength, uniformity, 
and appearance, with only a slight loss of stretch. On spinning and twisting 
frames, both winding and twisting are done simultaneously by the traveler at ap- 
proximately the same tension. This will introduce resistance or friction to the 
flow of the yarn where it is wound on the bobbin and where it is’ being twisted 
in front of the rolls. 

American Wool and Cotton Reporter, September ee, 1949, p.50. 
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BAGS: COTTON FLOUR BAGS CHEAPER TO USE THAN BURLAP BAGS; NEARLY AS CHEAP 4S PAPER 


The net cost to use new cotton flour bags was $17.20 per thousand less than bur- 
lap flour bags and only $3.55 more than paper bags on October 15. The price of 
new cotton bags was up slightly on October 15, while the new burlap bag price 
declined $9.35 per thousand from the previous month. The price for once-used 
cotton flour bags advanced #10 per thousand, while once-used burlap bags de- 
clined $5 per thousand from September to October: Paper bag prices did not 
change. 


Table 5.- Mid-month prices of 100-pound flour bags 


(Dollars ‘per thousand) 
: October : September: August ; October 
Ee aa ae ee ee ea eee ee ek ad ee. cee Oe 
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Prices, new , St. Louis 1/ : : : 
COtLtOnececvevccreceveseccersesees: C0475 % 292,00 : 226.00 +: 258.00 
Burda Ds eon'e 56+ adc he boned aes Dee OS Oks Ree te 0 Gaeiee a) tes ween gas 
Paper svesecscctcvecetevesseevesees So570) 3 938570" 3 SegOuns. - LIST OS 


Prices, second-hand, New York : : : . Scat 
Gotton o ONGC-USERLL/esivane toe necied nui wink’ beO0 3 125,00, 3 140,00 
PUN THaROry TT nmey oe care t a Ra S525 RE RY 8 LA PE TOS ORL RK OTT oS 
Burlap, once-used TAS slate oie et LOO OO ¢.--105—00" 48, 105,00 eee 4/ 
Bunlap, bakery rum 3/sn.cesssses0? 95:50@ 2 102,50 ! 100 s0eeeereon lm 


Paper,, bakery run TPE MAI 2.50 ¢ 2,50 -t\; Seine. oho: 
Difference | | : | : : 
Cotton, new minus onte-used......: 99,75 T0700 33 LOT .OO a 24-96 600 
Cotton, new minus bakery run.....: 144.75 142,00 «3 24 006 
Burlap, new minus oncew-used......: 116,95 % 123.30 : 121.50°°: 4/ 
Burlap, new minus bakery run....«: 121.95 ;: 125.80 $4126.50, 2. 140,85” 
Paper, new minus bakery aa, } 96.20 96. 20 i 93.70 104. O05 
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MEG Cotton, 37" 4, “2.00 | yd. sh Sheeting “cut 43" Cuetec Skt B64 1016 out 43" une m= 
printed; paper, 18 x 4-1/2 x 36-3/4" unprinted; all l.c.1. shipments. No a 
allowance made for quantity or cash discounts. From-a large bag manufacturer. 

2/ From a large second-hand bag dealer. ; 


3/ From Daily Mill Stock Reporter. 
4/ No data available. | 


BAGS: PAPER FLOUR BAG R&SISTS INSECTS 


-The St. Regis Paper Company recently announced its development of a pyrenone- 
treated, multi-wall paper flour. bag that is said to afford 100 percent. protec-.. 
tion against insect infestation. Laboratory tests were conducted by the 

American Institute of Baking and the Institute of Paper Chemistry, and commercial, 
shipping tests by Pillsbury Mills. St. Negis representatives said: untreated, 
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natural kraft multi-wall bags, of which some 213,300,000 have been used to ship 
bakery flour in the past five years, is completely § atisfactory under normal 
conditions. They are the containers for more than 60 percent of all bakery 
flour shipped at present. Where flour is subjected to severe shipping hazards, 
however, pyrenone-treated bags afford the utmost in Rieger ten against. infesta- 
tion’ and contamination, according to St..Regis. 

Daily Mill Stock Reoetor sept. 50, 1949, ps5. 


DUCK: END-USE D£TA GIVEN 


f£ecording to a report by the Office of Domestic Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, cotton duck distribution totaled 178.9 million linear yards during 
1948, excluding hose and belting duck, filter duck, and other special ducks. 

Of this quantity, 8 percent was used for tents, 15 percent for awnings, 19 per- 
cent for tarpaulins, 10 percent for. clothing and shoes, 8 percent for bags and 
sacks, and 40 percent for other uses not specified. About 502,525 bales of raw 
cotton was consumed in the manufacture of army ducks, ‘single filling flat ducks, 
double filling flat ducks, and numbered: ducks. 


Table 6.- Distribution of duck 1/ United States, 1948 


~ ga0es € s ~ 3 Single : Double Sain aqetiee) t yearns, : Cotton 
fog) «t fibting: filsingst ies Tota -) }equiva- 
ie FEO" oMateducksfiat duckea ““CF gs : _lents 
: 14600 : ,000 : 1,000 : 1,000. : ey : bad 


: yds.: L. yds.: i Le. yds: Leyds. : L. yds.: Percent: Bales 
TOPALsceseroveee? 41,815 : 78,547 : 35,798 3 24,894 mpc LOO 2 50€ 525 


TEHESSe. Geek ‘ “aise? Pree ne stat aco SRT SIRS “747 3 15 ag7b 3 Be 4d ae “316 
Ammings..¢.om@.03 18j598c:; 33i54ce 93, 728p¢ 747 @ 25,997 : Lr gee sR52 
Tarpaulins......? 1,672, 25,071 : 1 01455 GedGe GoB4geeO 3. 7hOant4 69,293 
Cigshing,.shoessh Se864%:5 . SA nee. 42,943805 (2/: 992829697.2., 10. ¥e: af 


Bags and sacks..: 2/ .: 7,835: 8/ + 6,224%4 14,059: 8 :  3/ 
Other uses......1 12,962 : 34,472 : 13,857 : 10,704 : 71,995: 40 +: 167,662 
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Nes Based on nine selected companies accounting for 59 percent of the army duck, 
seed percent of the single filling flat duck, 66.2 percent of the double 
filling flat duck, and 46.7 percent of the numbcred duck, produced by all 
mills in 1948. Boes not include hose and belting duck, filter duck or other 
special ducks not mentioned above. 

2/ Some may be included with "Other uses." 

5/ Included with "Other uses." 


Major Cotton Duck Markets, Uffice of Domestic Com. ,USLC, 1949, p. 4. 
COTTON FABRIC: PRODUCTION OF BROAD WOVEN GOODS DOWN 


Cotton broad woven goods production @xclusive of tire fabrics) amounted to 
R,003 million linear yards in the second querter of 1949, according to the 
Bureau of the Census. This was 11 percent below production in the preceding 
quarter and el percent under in the second quarter last year. 
Facts for Industry, "Cotton Broad Woven Goods ," 
April-June 1949, bureau of the Census. 
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LAUNDRY SUPPLIE S$ COTTON'S, SHARE DECLINED IN: 1948 


Lecording to data secured from a National Cotton Council neport on the laundry 
industry, cotton's share of the laundry supply production was 7 percent during 
1948, as compared to 91 percent during 1946. Other competitive products—prin- 
Cipally nylon, asbestos, and steel wool—have been used in increasing quantities 
each year since 1946, 


Table 7.- Consumption of cotton and other materials in the laundry industry, 
United States, 1946 and 1948 
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Press flannel....: 5,542 : 4,434. % : iB 5428 3: 4,434 
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BETOHGE. ss. esse.) 5,706, t,o eleoule ~ ee: 786 : $,055 
Peed tapes... 420% : 442 3 489 3 23 3 - Re ABBs oj 489 
PRM sinssreseres! 198." 598: ~ : ats 193.3 598 


: Bales 6/: Bales 6 6/: Bales 6/: Bales 6/' Bales 6/: Bales 6/ 


COTTON EQUIVALENTS. ‘114, 494. 156,700 _: 44,866 : 13,250.34 159 360 3 149.950 
Wash néts.:..+.!03 vise 560 *: 22,170 ¢¥ 3,390 42 ‘680 sf 16,950 :- 22,850 
Padaing 1/¥s...5.2 988 °260 FSO, 0702486, ;740 4f 8 oo, 50,000 : 44,950 
Press flannel....: 14, 7520 >: 11,570 : : 14, 35e0*3" 125570 
Govers?2/,V5...$ 23°83 220 :\57,6900°% 14,760 5/ 3, 690 oS 67; 5950 : 61,380 
ABrOns fs '¥s eu tas 9° 320 Peey oe0 s FO goose MP. BEO 
Peed tapess ve.eie? 114 #9 01180004 6 3/: ~ : "120 : 130 

Rg ee SO Oe 106 Decne aa AP oY {0 Ra ~ nee z BOO) 3 1,550 

: Percent : Percent : Percent : Percent : Percent : Percent © 
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Coverite / tees § Roe ees 94-3 22. 5/% 6 of: LOG: «st 00 
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Treads flatwork ironer covers and press covers. 
6/ &lmost all nylon. 
4/ Chiefly steel wool with he eke quantities of asbestos. 
Shi Chiefly asbestos with smaller quantities of nylon. 
6/ 478-pound net weight bales. 
Based on data from"Cotton in the Laundry Industry," National Cotton Cotincil, 
September 1949. 
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OUTERWEAR: RAYON EXCEEDS COTTON IN DRZSSES, SUITS, BLOUSES, AND SKIRTS 


More dresses, suits, blouses, waists, shirts, and skirts for women, misses, and 
juniors were made of rayon fabric than of cotton during 1948. Rayon was used 
for 56 percent of the dresses, 1 percent of the untrimmed coats, RO percent of 
the suits, 76 percent of the blouses, waists, and shirts, and 51 percent of 

the skirts. During the same year, cotton fabric was used in 40 percent of the 
dresses, <l percent of the blouses, waists and shirts, 11 percent of the skirts, 
and minor percentages of the coats and suits. A majority of the coats, three- 
fourths of the suits, and about two-fifths of the skirts were made of other 
fabrics (principally wool and mixtures) not being used in dresses and blouses 
to any great extent. 


Table 8.— Production. of women's, misses', and juniors! outerwear by 
fabric used, Unites States, 1947 and 1948 


: rai z * Others m4,7-8¢ Me hel 
eA 2 Rayon ° Total ds 8 Rayon ‘epric i/, Totat 


SN aes ae ee ee ee ee ee 


oT pet De : fabric en mie 
me LOG 3 L000 so OU 3 L000" 8: : re : 
: units : units : units : units ::Percent:Percent:Pencent:Percent 
Dresses - 3 : : oe : : : 
TUeJ veese testy OGeli? lel gtOrn Ieglcke 3 20R 40023 34. £0°60) $s 6 100 
L9GS se ewesant Gl ,ee8: 128,682; 7,129 3: 2e7,059:: 40 3 56 °° 100 
Untrimmed coats; ee 3 : % : : ~ 
WET ec ccne’ 98s" RGbs deyeer } 18,6908 S/o Le Mae 
Let wrens we = a;3 94: Rob eegmop § fe Gobi 1 Lo 82 - SSA eg 
Suits 2/ : : : : - : : : 
LOAT eee eee’ ee Se pO egtoe Ja OLd Sao Ate at Cacti 6 8 
: L9ABs secon? SRG BON Wg 4 RG 14 965 tie me he RO hin Ge orertin ane OO 
Flouses, waists, : : : : 9 AES : 
and shirts : : . : , 
1947 ...eee003 11,940: 71,724: 3,432 : 87,096 4 8k : 4 100 
1948 ...-++-03 19,968: 71,268: 2,976 : 94,212 cs PT Oa ees : 100 
Skirts : : : : af : 
PS Oy paryra re ae o: 1,692: 10,548: 11,496 : @35,756;: jf Ad. 49 100 
Leas sais e mae teu Oa (Rt Ll one Lo eDor 2 | pe sAekk t,t) SL - 58 ete 8, 
1/ Principally wool and wool mixtures. eA i 
2/ Except ski, snow, slack, and uniform suits, 
3/ Less than 0.5 percent. 
Facts for Industry "Women's, Misses',and Juniors! 


Outerwear," Bureau ofthe Census. 
SUEDE-LIKE FABRIC: ‘USES-RLYON ON COTTON BASE 


According to Canadian Industries, Limited, New Toronto, Ontario, Canada, a new 
suede-like fabric, called "Doe-Tex," is produced by a process of binding minute 
rayon particles to selected cotton bases with a special adhesive coating. The 
simulated suede is spot-, stain-, and shine-resistant, will withstand severe 
brushing and is easily qleaned. Steam from a kettle spout has been found most 
effective in cleaning restoring the nap to its original’ erect position. If 
steam is not available, satisfactory results can be obtained. by wet-sponging 
with warm water. 4 dash of ammonia in the water wili help bring up the nap. 
The new fabric is expected to be widely used in the manufacture of moderately- 
priced hats, shoes, handbags, and belts for young women and teen-aged girls. 
It also can be used for covering and lining novelty boxes. 
Canadian Textile Journal, sugust 19, 1949, p. 59, 
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TIRE FABRIC: RAYON'S -LEAD O ER COTTON INCREASED : 


Production of rayon tire fabric has exceeded the output of cotton tire fabric 
for the last three quarters. Rayon's share of the total tire fabric output was 
slightly over 50 percent during the last quarter of 1948, 54 percent during the 
first quarter of 1949, and 59 percent during the second quarter of 1949, Total 
tire fabric production declined from 129 million pounds during the last quarter 
of 1948 to 116 million pounds during the second quarter of this year. 


Table 9.- Production of cotton and rayon tire cord and fabric in 
the United States, for the specified years and quarters 


ve aus ___ Quantity Or arty: Percentage  __ - 
sh + Cotton "3. Rayon 2/ = “Total :: Cotton : Rayon: Total. 


J Million: Million : Million: ey, : 
pounds : pounds : pounds :: Rk - Percent > Percent 


Be Ol Sw EE me Pant p ae 8 ; ore : 524 2 59 


' 41 100 
LOS Ls ants ane wee ale 546 : 250 ; 576 i 60 ; 40 : 100 
LO4CC Cas eee eT ee 4542 ame naan Ad pO 5 speed Oo~ seer dot ae 
dots, Citas! BGs aaa 7 aannens 149 "33. 49 : 41 PRs, 8: 
AU og Gude) (st 72 : 60 ; 132 af as : 45 : LOO 
Og GET sees 76 : 63 : 139 a 55 : 45 : 100 
4th, Qtre..: 64 oa 65 : Be ri eo) : 50 ; 100 
1949 : ; : if : Es 
Sis ade data stat 59 : 69 : 128 ra 46 : 54 as 100 
ENG sO lites. | 48 3 68 ; 116 :% 41 : 59 : LOO 


ly, “Includes small quantity of nylon. 


Compiled from "Facts for Industry," Bureau of Census. 
TIRE FABRIC: RAYON PRICES DECLINE & to 3 CENTS PER POUND: COTTON RISES SLIGHTLY 


All rayon tire. fabric prices declined & to 3 cents per pound from September 1 to 
October 1, while cotton fabric prices increased slightly. On a square yard’ basis 
for passenger tire fabric, 12/4/2 cotton fabric sold for about’ 55 cents, as com-_ 
pared to about 50 cents for 1650/2 rayon fabric. 


Table 10,- Prices of cotton and rayon tire fabric, October 1 and September 1,1949 / 
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Fabric :_ Price per pound: Price per sq. yd. 


Fabric sees a TE on: * Oct. 2:3 Sept. 1 Oct. 1? Sept. 1 
Pounds : Cénts : Cents: Cents : Cents 
Passenger car fee Niott ‘ ; : : ‘ 
Poptornutabric. ..83 ole/e/e 286 364, 5-65,0:363.5-65.0: 55, 5-55.93: 54, 6-55.9 
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Cotton fabric.... ag 
1650/2 : Bl 2 61,5 +264,5-65,0: 49.8 :52,2-52,7 


Rayon fabric..... 
Truck tires : : ae z 
Rayon LauY Gass 108, al LOO eOG at te ee Gy CO met) ee te rey eames 
Heveul PAbSI Ces s cut CERO eck Bl 2 60,5 = 63.0 : 49.0 : 51.0 
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tea OPES AD ; pot Maddie ht Rene s 
1/ Fabric Welpht pe per square ate for 127373 not SEER “put will me “added ina 
future issue of Survey Notes. 
Based on reports from independent rubber companies. 
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COMPETITIVE PRODUCTS 
NYLON: CORDENE MILLS SPIN NYLON STAPLE WITH COTTON MACHINERY 


cahadie Mills of baie N. C.,is spinning nylon yarns on cotton machinery. 
adapted to process long fibers. The mill, a 16,000-spindle plant, is manufac- 
turing 1/15s and 1/45s, worsted count from 3- to 4-inch combed fiber. The man- 
ufacturing processes employed are similar to those in conventional cotton spin- 
ning. The operation starts at the drawing stage, with each step specifically 
adapted to run nylon staple. 
Daily News Record, October 12, 1949, p. &. 


RAYON: CONSUMPTION UP DURING SEPTEMBER 


Total rayon consumption rose to 100.2 million pounds during September from 88.6 
million pounds during August, and exceeded consumption for September 1948 by 
8.3 million pounds, 


Table 11,.- Rayon consumption by types, United States, for specified months 
(Million pounds) _ 


NS aaa Raa oa a cieniae tt peneete HT Penbambert ~ fugust July: September 
TUO4Or pets A 9401+ vit. on (A949 ou eg ghOe 


CONSUMPTION, TOTAL weweesee+3 10042 : 88.6 : Teen : 91.9 
Filoment yaffivsessiseeset teal 69.2 : Soy, 2. 669.9 
MeeCOsOe wee heeaes cuca: 48.8 : LY OT Benner Ty: : 4565 
Pepciat Guids. sh edhdelsion & Pale : 24.5 : 18.1 - 24.6 
Staple .. diese se Vevee veers «| e4.1 ‘ 19.4 : Loe? : at) 
it Sooke Lids Gla ieee Le Uege. Oe. TIO Show Byer of; See eee 
FuMrbaCew alee elle Ox5 : 7.4 $ e.3 : 6.8 
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From Rayon Organon, 
RAYON: METHOD TO MAKE RAYON OF COTTON IS PATENTED 


For a new cellulosic product which consists of cotton so modified that it is able 
to serve as raw material for conversion into rayon, Paul Henry Schlosser and 
Kenneth 4ussell Gray, Shelton, Wash., have been granted two patents, Nos. 
2,481,692 and 2,481,693, which are assigned to Rayonier, Inc., also of Shelton, 
Washington. The first patent is for raw cotton into which has been incorporated 
from 0,01 to 0.2 percent by weight (based on the bone dry weight of the cotton) 
of an added cation-active amino compound. The second patent is the same except 
that it has from 0.01 to O.ek percent by weight of an added polyalkylene oxide 
ROT mer teeta compound incorporated into it. 

Daily News Record, Octoher 11, 1949, p. 43. 


SILK: CONSUMPTION DOWN IN FIRST EIGHT MONTHS OF 1949 


According to the American Silk Council, consumption of silk during the first 
eight months of 1949 was 21,245 bales (132 pounds each) compared to 40,331 bales 
in the same period of 1948. Total silk consumption for 1948 was 59,337 bales or 
7,8 million pounds, 

Daily News Record, October 11, 1949, p. 43. 
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VINYON-N: ACID COLORS USED TO GST BRIGHT SHADES 


According to C. H. A. Schmitt of Sandoz Chemical Works, bright colors with unus- 
ual fastness to light, washing, crocking and erqascdeet ay have been obtained on 
Vinyon N yarns and fibers through a new technique of using acid-type colors. 
This method of dyeing the vinyl chloride-acrylonitrile fiber was be in 
cooperative research between Carbide & Carbon Chemicals Corp. 


Until recently, Vinyon N yarn was utilized mostly in undyed industrial items 

such as dust fume bags, filtratration cloths, yacht sails, and anode bags, Al- 
though it was known that acetate colors could be applied at temperatures ap- 
proaching the boil, high concentrations of dye were necessary and the light, 
stability obtainable was not sufficient for all textile applications. Within 
the past six months, acid- and alkali-resistant work clothing fire-resistant 
draperies, aircraft-trim cloth and long-wearing upholstery have been dyed suc- 
cessfully and with greatly improved fastness to light using the acid-type colors. 


The new procedure increases the possibilities for using dyed Vinyon N yarns for 
effect threads in suitings, hosiery and other knitted materials requiring im- 
proved light stability. Because of their resistance to ordinary dyeing proce- 
dures, the fastness of cross dyeing of these dyed Vinyon N yarns is declared 
practically perfect. Already they are said to be offered in quantity. 

Daily News Record, September 28, 1949, p.3e. 


PLASTICS: FILM RAINCOAT CLAIMED TO ALLOW ViNTILATION 


According to Edwin &, Raymond, of the Filmed Company, Chicago, a new raincoat 
that allows ventilation will be introduced in 1950. The raincoat has a double 
layer of plastic film welded together, each layer alternately perforated with 
160 perforations to the square inch so as to permit breathing without admitting 
water, The film will be available in widths of 36 to 54 inches in any color, 
opaque, translucent, transparent, and metallic. Mr. Raymond further states that 
about 95 percent of the rainwear being manufactured today is made of film. Sales 
of plastic film are 10 percent ahead of last year, and the price has fallen from 
40 cents per yard after the War to 18 cents in 1948, and 15 cents this year. 
Daily News Record, September 21, 1949, p. 24. 


WOOL: PRODUCTION CONTINUES TO DECLINE IN 1949 


The quantity of wool shorn and to be shorn in the United’ St2 aus in 1949 has been 
estimated by the Department of Agriculture at 215,600,000 pounds (greasy basis). 
This production—the smallest on record—is 18, 000, 000 pounds (8 percent) less 
than the 1948 clip of 835,900,000 pounds,and 173 5000 ,000 pounds (44 percent) 
less than the peak production. of $88,500 5000 pounds reported for 1942, 
Current Statistics of Wool Manufactures, National Assn. 
of Wool Manufacturers, September 1949, p. 1. 


WOOL: CONSUMPTION DROPS AGAIN 


CAST en of raw wool on a scoured basis was Peace 8 nition pounds for the first 
seven months of 1949,as compared to 417. million ‘pounds during January-July, 
1948, Apparel wool accounts for 66 and 7e percent of the seven months consump- 
tion in 1949 and 1948, respectively. 
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Table 1¢.- Consumption of wool of the sheep, scoured basis, United States, 
for specified periods and months 
(Million pounds) 


; ___Apparel class eticee Ware v “class, foreign oS ay toate 
: Woolen:Worsted: Total 2: Woolen:Worsted: Total $3 Sebo 
ee _it systemisystem : Tobal ,, tobal 
Jan.-July, 1948 a7: #21 Puree seroos0™s 500,42 Fr tre. ? ¥ Hg See 1 Pee ee Pat zee 
Wen, —Jnlyy 1odoni Aa, wriaets 10G50 179.6 2898. 59:° TE7 94,2 :: 273.8 
Jeng el ot eee i Ome loge it cf0eG 13 165 2. yt p ilO,Guen abe S 
Foue esi Sear ever caer liga rake? tt. PO.e re aber Hr a Mab tol dun Hane Yer 
Mar SIS 40nb ie eee Oat) Beet Rosa * se Tee 54 18,6 23 47.8 
Pay EU Omen Ro VERS Bt PARR Pcl NEMT OPS aN PO 20.0 jhe DOr Ae eae 12.8.2. 32.8 
May 1949 27.).d.061 10.7 : (10.8 = 21.5 Sobek gee 12,5 eseue 
ALT SELES NH Mie Cent aie = BSS OE ee aes i Cd Ve Mee Mees ae er Kew Res Teh 
Nid One ame grees ee SLi er eee? it) 4.7 2 ad, Ws Merny eee ds 


MSR VE ar Ra OPP gs RET po pa pe = RARE et a ee a ee 


zy Total for 4 weeks 
8/ Total "for 5 Rosie, , 

Facts for Industry "Wool Manufactures", Bureau of 
the Census 


WOOL: MOST OF SUPPLY FROM FOREIGN SOURCES; CONSUMPTION DOWN IN 1948 


According to the table below, released by the Department of Agriculture and 
published by the Journal of Commerce, about three-fourths of the U. S. wool 
supply of new wool in 1948 was from foreign sources, as compared to one-fifth 
during the prewar years. Wool consumption and stocks have declined since 1946, b 
but ar2 considerably above the prewar figures. 


Table 15.- Wool: Supply and distribution, on a clean basis, United States, 
for.thespecified years . 


Average : A ee Ric & canted ant ids ee 
RLOLDROaAN 8 8s tnnhtcaea atte. teonan ine eae ae 
: Million : Million : Million : Million : Million 


2 pounds : pounds _ > pounds  : pounds ::. pounds 


nr nee seer ee ee He ee eee ee 


NEW SUPPLY . : : : : : 
PYOGUC ULOSie 4 on ee naread 1973 159: “3 122 os L270) OS8 eee 
News importers is ksawlet 52 : 598 ty p08 mt te oie O67 > ty te Tee 
digo Aah oe RGN LRT ay aay i eae Ly mae 494° 3) © ee 
DISTRIBUT ION : : : : : 
Censumptionec « ecm sone 269 : 624 ; Sa) : 489 : - 
piocks. (eg ss Slava ens 1300. A 2 Ooo As SEO not 1, ee ae 


1/ Preliminary. | 
| Journal of Commerce, Vctober 4, 1949, p. 17. 


WOOL: PATENT ISSUED ON WAY TO RAISE WEAR RSSISTANCE 


Roger H. Doggett, Nantuc, Mass., and Alfred R. Johnson, Stonehad, Mass., as- 
signors to Arthur D. Little, Inc., Cambridge, Mass. have been granted: a a patent, 
No.; &€,482,578, for a method of increasing the wear resistance of wool. & treat- 
ing agent ‘of at least 3 percent by weight is distributed on the surface of the 
wool fibers, which then are brought to a minimum temperature of 50 degreés-'* 


as 
centigrade and kept there for at least one minute. 

Daily News Record, Uctober 4, 1949, p. 4. 
MOHATR: CONSUMPTION INCREASES IN 1949 


Mohair consumption totaled 7.5 million pounds during the January-July period of 
1949, a 35 percent increase over the first seven months of 1948. Use of mohair 
on the woolen system increased more than’ 500:percent, while use on the worsted 
system declined about 6 percent. 


Table 14.- Consumption of mohair, scoured basis, United States, January- 
July, 1948 and 1949 
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; January-July + January-July : Change since 


Pee Le ak Pk : 1049 pe > 9's 1948? \ilastivyean 
: bg000 go 5000 . 
: ound s : pounds : “Fercent: 
TOTAL. cccecececcnccccececcesee: if gnvod  SyOC dau Oe Sa 
Woolen SyStemMececceccescace: e ,86l : 704 : +306 
Worsted system.scessesussuss 4,598 : 4,685 : -6 
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Facts for Industry, "Wool Manufactures", Bureau of Census 
TEXTILE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 
NEW COTTON TEXTILE GROUP ORGANTZED 


The American Cotton Manufacturers Institute, made up of more than a thousand 
mills, has been formed in Charlotte, N. C. Organization of this new institute 
followed dissolution of two large groups which previously represented the in- 
dustry, The 4merican Cotton Manufacturers Association and the Cotton Textile 
Institute. Main headquarters will be in Cherlotte, N. ©C., with other offices 
in New York, Washington, and Clemson, 5S. C. The following officers have been 
elected to head the new institute: Ellison 5. McKissick, presidents; Robert C. 
Jackson, executive vice president; G. P.:Swift, first vice president; William 
H. Ruffin, second vice president; F. S. Love, secretary-treasurer; * 
Dr. Claudius T. Murchison, economic advisor; and Paul B, Halstead, chief of 
the St atistical Division, 

Daily Mill Stock Reporter, October 4, 1949,p.16, 


' RECORDING VISCOMETER MEASURES VISCOSITY OF ALL SOLUTIONS AT ATMOSPHERIC PRES~ 
SURE 


According to an article in Rayon and Synthetic Textiles, for August 1949, The 
Norcross Recording Viscometer measures with extreme accuracy the viscosity of 
all solutions at atmospheric pressure. There is no restriction as to the dis- 
tance between it and the measuring element. The latter is installed in a ver- 
tical position, with its lower end immersed in the liquid or solution. Since 
this does away with the laborious removal of samples for laboratory tests, the 
instrument is recommended for use in warp-sizing and similar processes, 
Fashion and Development Sect., Courtaulds Ltd. ,dug. 30,1949,p.1. 


PATENT GRANTED FOR WLTERPROOFING 


& patent for a method of MaveeoupP ESTE ere has been granted to Henry L. 
Van Mater, Highland Park, N. J. The patent, No. 2,482,816, covering eight 


Nc, 


claims, is assigned to National lead Co., New York. For this method the goods 
are wet with a mole-for-mole solution of the acetic coordination compound of 
basic zirconyl acetate and sulfanilic acid. After this, they are dried at a 
temperature of approximately 100 degrees centigrade. 

Daily News Record, October 5, 1949, Pe 17. 
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RECORD FATS AND OILS PRODUCTION INDICATED 


Including the oil equivalent of domestic oilseeds exported for crushing abroad, 
the production of fats and oils from domestic materials in the year beginning 
October 1, 1949, probably will total ebout 11.7 billion pounds, exceeding the 
new record of nearly 11.6 billion pounds reached in 1948-49. Increases in ani- 
mal fats will more than offset expected declines in edible vegetable oils. The 
recent high level of production has been accompanied by heavy exports, which from 
August 1948 through July 1949 (the latest 12-month period reported) totaled 933 
million pounds, including the oil equivalent of oilseeds. One of the largest net 
exports of record, this was in sharp contrast to net imports of 299 million 
pounds a year earlier. 

The Fats and Oils Situation, September 1949, p. 1. 


According to an FAO forecast, world production of fats and oils will reach 99 
percent of the prewar average in 1949. Last year it was 94 percent, and in 1947 
it was 88 percent of prewar. The steadily increasing eamount of fats and oils in 
international trade during the past 1 months has greatly alleviated the world 
fat shortage. A rise of 11 percent in world population, havever, indicates thet 
supplies per capita are still about 11 percent less than prewar. In 1948 the 
deficit was 15 percent. 
Journal of Commerce, October 14, 1949, p. 16. 


HARVEST OF VEGETABLE OILSEEDS LARGER THAN PREVIOUS FORECAST 


October 1 conditions indicated a larger total harvest of cottonseed, soybeans, 
flaxseed, and peanuts in 1949 than had been forecast, mostly because of favorable 
September conditions. Only flaxseed yields declined as dry weather affected 

the late acreage in important northwestern areas. Production of cottonseed in 
the 1949-50 season is expected to approximate 6,236 thousand tons, 295 thousand 
more than’last year. Soybean production is now ‘estimated only 4 percent below © 
last year's record, with yield per acre the highest ever obtained. The peanut 
crop, estimated at 1,804 million pounds, is slightly larger than the September: 1 
forecast, but 23 percent smaller than the record crop of 2,358 million pounds 
produced in 1948. The aggregate oilseed tonnage as now estimated is only 4 per- 
cent less than last ea top tonnage and 35 percent above average. 


Rice production is estimated at nearly 90 million bushels, the lergest of record. 
It is about one-half million bushels below the crop forecast a month ago, but is 
8 million bushels above the 1948 harvest and 27 million bushels greater than the 
l0O-yeer average production. 


The sweetpotato crop, estimated at 51,850 thousand bushels is 4 percent larger ' 
than the 49,806 thousand bushels harvested in 1948, but 19 sehaaate below aver- 
age. 


4 


Table 15.- Yield per acre and total production of selected crops, 
United States, for specified years and periods. 


. : ; ere he Uh per acre : Total production crac ands) 

Crop :Unit: Indic. 3° : etre Duar is ea : Average 
s Otts Lot Palyee 23 es Octyid t 1o48 ; 

: 1949 1d : 1958-471: 1949 Pe : 1938-47 


Cottonseedseee-+s? ton? 477. 9 2/; 514.0 zh 233.22 /:3 62365/2 5,941: 4,631 
Flaxseed. «wa sie< e400) DUgt) Getcha ge Vac ieee Valve Seyduo, | Ley le 
Peanuts. 4/eivarewien tetDat, 209.0 8706.0, wz 69.0 a331,804,254¢22 58 4701 eee 
RicGwieentineele ays waye'te Dest ADat cata Geta nk ey Bed eee Wot cole eee leo mecca 
Soybeans for beans: bue: @1.8 : ele4 & 18.7 3: &11,198:, e20,c01: 148,381 
Sweet potatocsinnes!? Diet, 6 9950.) 3 OGa0 nh BO, 7. rss 91,8503. . 49 OG 63,626 
1/ For certain crops, figures are not based on current indications rare poo are car- 
~ ried forward from previous reports. 

2/ Pounds. 

3/ Based on October crop forecast and the average ratio of lint to seed during 
~ the last five years, 

4/ Picked and threshed. 

Based on data from Crop Production, Crop Reporting Board, BAE, and Weekly Cotton 
Linters Review. 


COTTONSEED SUPPORT PRICE ANNOUNCED 


The CCC is offering farmers loans of $49.50 per ton on clean, safely-stored 
cottonseed this season. The settlement value will be w50.65.per ton for basis- 
grade,.cottonseed, with premiums or discounts for seed grading above or below 
100. Cottonseed prices were not supported last season. Prices to farmers aver- 
aged $67.80 per ton. | | 
Fats & Oils Situation, September 1949, p. 4, 


COTTONSEED: COTTONSEED OIL GETS NEW MARKET IN FROZEN DESSERT 


After more than 2 years'work on a new "frozen dairy dessert," Cabell's, Inc., a 
large Dallas and Northeast Texas dairy, introduced "d'Zert" this summer. The 
preduct looks and tastes like ice cream and is made with much the same materi- 
als. The difference between "d'Zert" and ice cream is that economical vegetable 
fats have been substituted for higher priced butterfats. The makers state that 
this dessert is an attempt to get at the mass market with a product highly 
thought of yet at a price which would take it, like aio? es qut of the 
luxury class. "D'Zert" contains 10 percent ee ane fat by weight and retails 
at 19 cents a pint. 
? | Cotton Gin and Oil Mill Press, Oct. 15,1949,p.A-4 


PRICES OF MOST VEGETABLE OILS AND MEALS DECLINE SHARPLY 


Prices of most vegetable oils and meals averaged much lower in September than 
in August. All major vegetable oils, except tung, continued to decline moder- 
ately as of mid-October. The price of tung oil continued.to rise, reflecting 
small imports since February. Prices of lower protein by-product feeds are ex- 
pected to continue comparatively low in 1949-50, since they are influenced to a 
considerable extent by prices of feed grains. Price of high-protein feeds 
probably will continue high in relation to prices of other feeds during much of 


the 1949-50 feedi e 2 5 
e 1949 eeding season, The Feed Situation, October 1949. 
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Table 16,- Prices of vegetable oils and meals 


ditaing ot “Oct. 1949 :Sept. 1949 I/: Aug. 1949" ¥ Oct. 1948" 
: thy mivienta perpomeds at a Tiiw 7 
OILS 1/ polGe gael macs Pgndnswiue. 1193 : 
~ Cottonseed oil : LO, SHLIOM 11.8 : U5 92 : 18,0 
Peanut oil : 1 eS 1 18.4 ; RES 
Soybean oil H 10,1, : 1isg5 1248 : 17.8 
Corn oil : 12,0 : 13.8 ba, 3 § 25 
Coconut oil 2/ TS EE b OF E95 2 626.9 : 28.6 
Linseed oil 3/ uce LEYS v. di20),8 te RRES JECS 2048 
Tung oil 4/ : 27,3 : 27.0 : 24.6 : RDF 
3 Dollars per ton 
MEALS 5/ moh Oot PBS oot So lw dhe BT: : 
~~ Cottonseed meal: 6/ 59,50 : 57.75 69.90 : 64.75 
Peanut meal 7/ e6yoRLot ek bop goo ok tri-gi alo tows 60,05 
Soybean meal 8/ ¢ 83,00 Se b5 : © 100,30 : 66.80 
Coconut meal 9/ 2 48,00 3 Be,50 0 ey 6a s.  OOReS 
Linseed meal 10/ f mboe0O, bet 1 6E,40 62.90 : 64,90 


ay Crude, tanks, f.o.b. mills except as noted, From Oil Paint and Drug Reporter, 
(daily quotations) and from Fats and Uils Situation, BAE (monthly quotations). 

2/ Crude, tanks, carlots, Pacific Coast. Three cents added to allow for tax ‘on 
first domestic processing, 

3/ Raw, drums, carlots, New York. don 

4/ Drums, carlots, New York. 

5/ Bapeed carlots, as given in Feedstuffs (daily quotations and Feed Situation, 
BAE (monthly uotetionsys 

6/ 41 percent protein, Memphis. 

7/ 41 percent protein, S, EB, Mills. 

8/ 41 percent protein Chicago. 


9/ 19 percent protein, Los éngeles, 
10/ 32 percent protein, Minneapolis. 
ttf Preliminary. 


DOMESTIC USE OF EDIBLE PEANUTS SAMB AS YELR AGO 


tember totaled 56 million pounds,com- 
In both months, 45 million of the 


She lled peanuts used domestically during Sep 
pared with 51 million in September last year. 
total pounds used were edible grade. 


Table 17.- Mhelled peanuts (raw basis) reported used domestically. in 


primary products, 


Teer ae 3, Season eason, Sep Depbe cee AULs ol 3: ay, Septs 1. thre ough Sep pt. 50 
eS Stiegl aT 1ds-20 tL, eee, tae Lod ok § —52 oe 
: 3 0OOF 4.0: 1,000 1,000 : “T,000 
é pounds H pounds pounds H pounds. 
Edible grades used_in: a. : 
4 Peanut carndyee/easssat. (L077181 119,814 A6g08 31/209 115112 
Salted peanuts v4. ov) 9 120,018 RUA LSS 1,450 % 11,369 . 
Peanut butter 3/..s..%) 250,184 9 > 250,858 20,143. 21,614 
Other? prodnopysr. yy A 7,048 MEG 1B, ELM, RET Z 5908 8. “459 6 
Total edible grades : 464,431 ~: ° 493,266 45,191: 4 Seaea 
Crushed for oil: s : ; 
Cake and meal 4/,....: 186,523 :__110,999 i: _10,663 6,216 
Total all grades.......3 670,954 3 . 604,265 3: 55,8549, th 5 60,770 


1/ Preliminary 
2/ Includes peanut butter made by manufacturers for own use in candy. 
o/ Excludes peanut butter made by manufacturers for own use in candy. 
a Includes ungraded or straight run peanuts. 

rom: Peanuts Stocks. and Processing, BAE, USDA, October 18, 1949, 
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SAPFFLOWER: SAFFLOWER OIL NOW AVAILABIZ IN U. S, 


Safflower oil, previously available to 4merican consumers only in sample quanti- 
ties, will be in commercial production beginning in October 1949. The oil will 
be produced by Western Solvents, Inc., Longmont, Colo., and marketed by Western 
Solvents Sales Co,, Beverly, N. J. Production rate will be about a million 
pounds per month, with prospects for a much larger output next year. 


Safflower is a new American farm crop. lt is a native of the Himalayan foot- 
hills of India, but has been adapted to northeastern Colorado, the Nebraska Pan- 
handle, eastern Wyoming, western South Dakota and southeastern Montana, the 
Palouse Hills of eastern Washington and Oregon and northern Idaho. Yields vary 
from about 700 pounds per acre on dry land to 3 3000 pounds with irrigation. The 
meal by-product is said to be a good. protein concentrate especially for cattle 
and sheep feeding. The oil dries about as fast as does linseed with driers. It 
is used in paints, and has been adapted to use with modified phenolics. It has 
also found favor in printing inks and in related fields and is currently being 
evaluated as an edible oil. 

Journal of Commerce, Sept. 28, 1549, p. 18. 


SOYBEANS : NaW HORMONE COMPOUNDS FROM SOYBEANS INDICATED t 


Two new developments in the synthesis of hormone compounds for possible treat- 
ment of rheumatoid arthritis have been made by the Glidden Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 
One is the synthesis from the soybean of several new homone compounds closely 
related to the already proven cortisone (Kendall's compound E). The other isa 
new and less costly method of synthesizing cortisone. 


Of the new compounds created from the soybean, the most immediately promising is 
one called Reichstein's compound S (17-alphahydroxydesoxycorticosterone), which 
has never before existed in quantities sufficient for adequate testing. Although 
the valve of compound S$ in treating rheumatoid arthritis is as yet unknown, many 
scientists reportedly believe it will have an effect similar to that of cortisone. 
If it does prove beneficial, the fact that it comes from soybean derivatives 
means that compound S will be easier to make than cortisoe, more plentiful, and 
ultimately less expensive, 

Oil, Paint and Drug ito ede B Oct. 10, 1949,p,58. © 


TUNG: INCREASE IN TUNG NUT OUTPUT LIKELY TO CONTIN UB 


Production of tung nuts in the U.S. is likely fo continue upward for a good many 
years despite a sharp price drop since the war, the BAE says. Nut yields in- 
_ crease until the trees are 1k to 15 years old, and a large percentage of the 

tung trees in this country are young. Also, the production of tung nuts cannot 
be curbed or increased to meet a short-time rise or fall in demand, as can be 
done with its chief competitors, flaxseed and soybeans. 


The number of U.S. tung trees yielding nuts has grown from approximately 350 
thousand in 1930 to 9.5 million today. Prices have fallen from a high of. $102 
a ton for the 1944 crop to $55 a ton last year. Tung oil prices fell to almost 
half of the OPA ceiling this April and averaged slightly above that last month. 
Today! S price, however, is about a third higher than the prewar average. 


Two important factors make: future prospects for tung oil prices uncertain. One 
_,is the war in China, which has resulted in a sharp decline in imports from what 
is normally our largest source of supply. The other is the general level of 
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industrial production, which directly affects the total quantity of drying oils 
used in this country, and hence the demand for tung oil, 
The Agricultural Situation, October 1949, p. 12. 


TUNG:. U. K, INITIATES TUNG NUT PROJECT IN EAST LFRICA 


The United Kingdom, through its Colonial Development Corporation, has under way 
a tung nut project in Northern Nyasaland, a British protectorate in Southern 
Africa. Plans’ are to develop the Vipya Plateau which lies at’ an altitude of 
7,000.fect on the west coast of Lake Ynasa.. The Corporation, whose. responsibil~ 
ity it is to arrange for the transfomation of the Plateau's virgin bush to an 
area producing tung oil for Britain, already has received urgently needed heavy 
equipment. | | 

Foreign Crops and Markets, Oct. 10, 1949, p. 360 


GERMAN CHEMIST DEVELOPS NEW FOOD PRESERVsTIVE 


A new preparation for the’ conservation of various foodstuffs has been developed 
by .a chemist at Flensburg, British zone of Germany. Called "Frilong," this sub= 
stance is regarded as likely to revolutionize chemical preservation techniques. 
The preparation may be used in both individual households and industrial plants. 
It is claimed to keep opened tins of fish fresh for a period of several weeks 

and is said to be completely hermless even if absorbed in large quantities. Other 
applications are in the cmservation of hides, skins, pelts and gut, and in dis- 
infecting dairy equipment. | , Far 
Journal of Commerce, New York, Sept. 23,1949,p. 184, 
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PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF LINTERS CUNTINUES £T HIGH LEVEL 


Production of. linters at oil mills totaled 63 thousand bales during the first 
month of the current. season. The largest f4ugust output on record, this compares 
with 44 thousand bales produced in July 1949, and 53 thousand in Sugust 1948, 
First cut linters comprised 22 percent of the total compared with 69 percent a 
year ago. About 7 percent was mill run against 9 percent a year earlier. _ 


Consumption of linters continues at a record high level. The 141 thousand bales 
used during September exceeded the previous record of 136 thousand set in 4ugust. 
Consumption in September last year was 109 thousand bales. Bleachers used 154 
thousand bales, or 56 percent, of the total linters consumed in August and 
September this season, while other consumers used 1*5 thousand bales. In the 
corresponding period last season, bleachers consumed 117 thousand bales, about 
55 percent of the total, and other consumers used 97 thousand bales. 


September prices of No, & and No. 4 grade linters increased substantially over 
August,while No. 6 chemical grade linters prices remained unchanged. 
‘ Weekly Cotton Linters Review, PMA, Oct.el, 1949 
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Table 18.— Cotton linters: Production, consumption by industries, 
stocks, and prices, United States, for specified months 
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L/ Rehm Web kibyt Hoven Linters Review, PMA, Cotton Branch, USDA.. 

2/ From Facts for Industry, Cotton and Linters, Bureau of the Census. 

7 Total stocks in consumer establishments, public storage and warehouses, and 
oil mills, Stocks at end of the month. Pron Facts for Industry, Cotton 
Linters, Bureau of the' Census. : 

4/ Data not available. 

5/ Preliminary 


EXPECT DECLINE IN PRICES OF RAYON PULP 


Leading producers of rayon are expecting another cut in the price of wood pulp, 
one of their two chief sources of cellulose, within the next thirty days or so. 
Rayon makers think another reduction of at least $10 a ton is in order because 
rayon grade wood pulp, although not as satisfactory a source of cellulose as 
cotton linters, is currently selling higher than linters. lLinters now can be: 
bought .for 8. 00¢ a pound (less in volume), while the price of wocd pulp is 8.90¢ 
a pound. Since cotton linters have a higher content of what is called "alpha- 
cellulose," the type needed for rayon and also for acetate plastics, this means 
actually a differential of around 2.00¢ a pound in favor of cotton linters. Be- 
cause of this year's large cotton crop, linters prices are not likely to rise. 
Daily Mill Stock Reporter, Oct. 11, 1949, p. 1. 


LINTERS PULP AND sOOD PULP PRICES UNCHANGED 


Cellulose prices remained unchanged during the month of September. 
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Table 19,- Average annual price of purified linters and dissolving 
wood pulp, 1946-48 and monthly quotations June- 
September 1949 
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/ Weighted averages, 1946-47. On 7 percent moisture basis, f.o.b. pulp plant. 
Average freight to users is 0.5 cents per pound, Prices supplied by a pro- 
ducer. 

2/ Average of average monthly prices, 1946-47. Compiled from Rayon Organon 
and from letters to us from producers. JWiood pulp prices are on a 10 percent 
moisture basis, f.o.b. domestic producing mill, full freight and 3 percent 
transportation tax allowed, December 1, 1947, on; freight equalized with 
that of #tlantic or Gulf port carrying lowest backhaul rate to destination 
plus 3 percent backhaul charges, prior to December 1. 
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MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS 
INDICATED USE OF ETHYL ALCOHOL OFF 15 PERCENT IN 1949 


Consumption of industrial ethyl alcohol this year may drop 15 to RO percent be- 
low 1948, Producers have had a selling problem as a result of the unsettled 
market and lessened demand from large consumers such as manufacturers of lac- 
quers, acetate, rayon plastics, industrial explosives, and intermediates for 
chemicals. One of the most important of the orgapic chemicals used in industry, 
ethyl alcohol, is the cldest known solvent except water. Jt can be produced by 
fementation fran molasses, cereal grains, potatoes, and wood, and by synthesis 
from petroleum end natural gas. Two-thirds of all the industrial ethyl alcohol 
produced is now synthetic, The proportion has risen steadily since 1930. It was 
10 percent by 1935, 24.4 percent in 1939, 57.8 percent in 1946, 44,6 percent in 
1947, and 66.7 percent in 1948, Additional synthetic alcohol will be available 
in 1950. 

Journal of Commerce, Oct. 5, 1949, p. le 


SWEZTPOTATOES: PINT SIZED POTATO DIGGER TO HELP SMALL FARMERS 


A new potato digger, which will lend a hand to the small-scale farmer, has been 
developed by Wiley D. Poole, associate professor of agricultural engineering 
at Louisiana State University, This light-weight, moderately-priced machine, 
capable of operating from any make of small farm tractor using the hydraulic 
lift system, can be easily handied in small fields and narrow turn rows, It 
will dig Irish potatoes, onions and bulbs of varicus types, as well as sweet- 
potatoes. Tests indicate that it can bring a 20 percent increase in the number 
of potatoes gathered and a 43 percent decrease in the time required for field 
grading and gathering, 

Times Picayune, October 24, 1949 
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